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Conclusion and Outcomes of the UNDP RBA - UNITAR 

Conference on Emerging Partners and Africa: Key Trade and 
Investment Issues 

 
December 13 – 14, 2011  

(Dakar, Senegal) 

 
The international conference organized jointly by United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) and United Nations Institute for Training and Research 
(UNITAR) in Dakar on 13 and 14 December 2011 brought together 175 

delegates from around 30 countries and institutions. This conference 
contributed to a better deeper understanding of the challenges underpinning 

the integration of Africa into the global economies and related policy 
implications, including strategies for strengthening South-South partnership.  
 

The conference participants discussed underscored strong leadership and 
democratic governance, reconstruction of infrastructure, restructuring of 

productive sectors and improvement of trade and investment policies as well 
as economic and social reforms, as key to promoting a successful integration 
of Africa into the world economy and the promotion inclusive growth patterns 

on the continent.  
 

Conference participants highlighted the necessity for Africa to organize itself 
so as to reap the full benefits of favourable developments of world markets, in 
particular, new sources of financing for development, new technologies and 

research results. 
  

The conference called on the United Nations to continue to support capacity 
development in the areas of international negotiations, structural 
transformation of productive processes and institutional strengthening. Other 

recommendations included the strengthening of capacities of policy makers for 
strategic development planning and budgeting, as well as aid management 

and coordination.  
 
UNDP and UNITAR reiterated their commitment to pursue a strong partnership 

for promoting the successful integration of Africa into the global economy, and 
to fully unleash the remarkable potential of the continent. Participants 

recognized that this should go along with continued advocacy for increased 
development aid for low income countries, lower debt in middle income 
countries, improved access to markets and technologies, and strong attention 

to good governance and to maintaining peace and security.  
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In line with the resolutions of the international conference in Busan on 

development effectiveness, the participants also acknowledged the need for 

increased internal resource mobilization and for increased accountability in 

resource management. 

The Conference recommended pursuing and deepening ongoing strategic 
discussions on alternative modalities of financing, including with emerging 

partners.  
 

African countries were called upon to take full ownership of their development 
strategies, and to create the conditions to negotiate with partners from a 
position of strength. They were encouraged to consolidate their investment 

promotion and integrate their trade strategies with the aim of generating rapid 
and inclusive growth and significantly reduce poverty.  
 

The conference suggested that special emphasis should be put on creating and 
strengthening networks of entrepreneurs and women entrepreneurs in 

particular, investment and trade promotion organizations, and institutions 
which facilitate public-private partnerships.  
 

UNDP recalled that it possesses long-standing experience in facilitating 
international negotiation and discussion frameworks which it intends to put at 

the disposal of countries in Africa, in cooperation with other partners including 
UNITAR and others. Some of UNDP flagship activities in this area include 
studies on transboundary trade by African women, investment and 

employment promotion, microfinance, as well as support for regional 
integration and South-South cooperation. UNITAR on the other hand develops 

high-quality training programmes in the areas of international trade 
negotiations, financing for development, leadership and promotion of good 
governance and innovative training methodologies.  
 

  
 

Dakar, 14 December 2011 

 


